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In the current context, ripe with important 
challenges and developments that call for a 
thorough rethinking of established processes 
and ways of working, it is strategic to be able to 
imagine and de�ne the future, in order to remain 
resilient and anticipate change. In this sense, 2021 
will be a pivotal year for CEN and CENELEC: we 
will of�cially start implementing our new Strategy 
2030, which will guide our projects through the 
next 10 years. This forward-looking and multi-
level strategic goals, developed thanks to the 
collective work of our members and stakeholders, 
are helping our system, and organisations, to be 
�t for the future.

This re�ection is timely: the Covid-19 crisis has 
shown what a big role standards play for the well-
being of Europe. During the �rst pandemic phase, 
CEN and CENELEC acted quickly to identify 
and make freely available a series of European 
standards for medical devices, ventilators 
and personal protective equipment (PPE). In 
this way, it helped ensure a smooth supply of 
critically needed safe material. The success of 
our collective effort in the emergency highlights 
the relevance of a strong standardization system, 
closely collaborating with the EU institutions, to 
address present and future challenges. 

In particular, European standards have the 
potential to support some of the most important 
priorities of the EU institutions in the coming years, 
such as the Recovery Plan, the European Green 
Deal, and the Digital Transition, underpinned  by a 
robust and future-proof European Standardization 
Strategy.

First of all, standards make the Single Market a 
reality: they are the invisible engine of the Single 
Market and are crucial for Europe’s rapid recovery 
and resilience, as they provide agile solutions 
to adapt to the changes of the market, reduce 
burdens and foster competiveness. In 2021 we 
plan to further explore how we can support 
the 14 eco-systems identi�ed by the European 
Commission as drivers of Europe’s recovery. 

CEN and CENELEC’s commitment to sustainability 
is long-standing. This work will be strengthened in 
2021, under the stewardship of our two dedicated 
bodies, the CEN-CENELEC Strategic Advisory 
Body for Environment (SABE) and CENELEC/
TC 111X ‘Environment’, together with realising 
a mapping on our standards and the SDGs, the 
UN’s Sustainable Development Goals: an initiative 
which will allow to consolidate our work in the 
�eld.

Regarding digitalisation, the CEN and CENELEC 
communities are ready to support Europe on 
its quest towards technological sovereignty, 
contributing to reaping the bene�ts of new 
technologies such as AI, IoT and 5G. In particular, 
2021 will be crucial in making the Standardization 
System �t for the digital age: we will pursue 
two pilot projects on the digitalisation of the 
standardization process, to launch fully machine-
interpretable standards. These projects will 
bene�t from a close cooperation with IEC and ISO, 
ensuring harmonisation and the interoperability 
of digital standards in the world market. 

Furthermore, we are ready to support the 
European Commission’s ambitious digital policy 

�



plans. In the coming months, we are going to 
explore extensively with our fellow European 
standardization organisation ETSI the role of 
standards on the management of industrial 
data. The likely outcome of this �rst phase of 
cooperation will be a conference next year on 
industrial data infrastructure and cybersecurity.  

All the above would not be possible without a fully 
functioning European standardization system. 
This is why we will continue our work towards 
ensuring the timely citation of harmonised 
standards (hENs) in the Of�cial Journal of the 
EU: hENs provide legal certainty and reduce 
compliance costs, thus increasing trust in the 
smooth functioning of the Single Market. The 
renewed dialogue with the European Commission 
is already helping to progress on the citation 
process, contributing to reducing the existing 
backlog. Nevertheless, more needs to be done 
to de�ne a more organic, long-term solution 
that involves all interested stakeholders. Some 
promising steps along this line have already been 
taken by the German Presidency of the Council, 
and in 2021 we are committed to support the next 
Presidencies, Portugal and Croatia’s, on carrying 
on along this important path. 

Another area that will be crucial in 2021 for the 
functioning of our system is the impact of Brexit. 

Based on the future developments regarding the 
relationship between the UK and Europe, we will 
work on de�ning a revised status for our British 
member BSI in time for our General Assembly 
in June 2021. This new arrangement will provide 
certainty to standards makers and users.  

Finally, we cannot act in isolation: working 
on the international level for the primacy of 
international standards and to ensure the 
global competitiveness of the European industry 
remains a key priority. This is why, in 2021, CEN 
and CENELEC will continue working with ISO 
and IEC to strengthen their role as the leading 
international standardization platforms.

As the initiatives mentioned above clearly 
show, 2021 will be a key year for European 
standardization. I am sure that, by working 
together as a community, we will continue 
building a successful and effective European 
Standardization model to the bene�t of the 
Europe’s economy, industry and citizens.

I wish you a good reading and a successful 2021!

Elena SANTIAGO CID
Director General of CEN and CENELEC
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